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2011 AIACV Board Candidate Statements 

 
 

 

Name:  Maria Ogrydziak, AIA 

Education:  MIT Bachelor of Architecture  

(M.Arch. equivalent) 

Firm:  Maria Ogrydziak Architecture www.oarch.com   

Board Position:  Vice President / President-Elect 

 

Having served as a Chapter Director, Treasurer and 

Secretary, I seek your support to continue working 

with the other Board members to maintain an active 

dialogue with the community and to showcase the 

value of Central Valley architects and unique aspects 

of Central Valley architecture.  I look forward to continued participation in AIACV’s 

active engagement in regional architecture issues with government officials, decision 

makers and the public.  I will continue to work to enhance the visibility of AIACV and 

advance its role in promoting the architecture profession and design excellence in our 

region.   

 

At this critical time of re-evaluation of large-scale environmental issues together with 

the tremendous influx of new technologies, architects can lead the way.  By 

demonstrating the benefits of excellent, architect-produced and holistically-conceived 

design solutions, we help to reinforce the leadership role of architects and create job 

opportunities for our profession.   

 

 

 

Name: Kristopher Barkley, AIA, Design Principal 

Firm: Dreyfuss & Blackford Architects 

Board Position: Treasurer 

 

I would be very honored to continue serving the AIA 

Central Valley Chapter as Treasurer. The continuation of 

our efforts to make our Chapter a visual and vital part of 

the fabric of our region is very important. However, we 

must look beyond our current horizons to assure that new 
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Kristopher Barkley, AIA Continued 

 

 

challenges can be met to the benefit of our members and the entire community.  I feel 

that architects, especially AIA architects, have a responsibility to our profession to act as 

creative problem solvers. Developing programs and opportunities for our members to 

provide solutions and resources to our community should be a priority for our Chapter. 

In this way we can prove our value and regain our position as the first choice for 

regional projects. I look forward to helping in this regard and pledge to support our 

members in any way that I can. 

 

As Treasurer I will strive to assure fiscal responsibility within the Chapter through the 

challenging year ahead. 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Robert Lee Chase, AIA 

Firm: Build It Green/Director of Government Relations 

Board Position: Secretary 

 

Having served as a Director for two years, and then as 

Treasurer this past year, I would like to continue my 

involvement and contribution to the Board by serving 

you in the role of Secretary for 2011. I have found that 

serving on the Board of Directors is an immensely 

satisfying and valuable experience. I believe that we are  

increasing the presence and influence of the AIACV in the region, and I look forward to 

helping us continue in that process. 

 

Having practiced for over 35 years in the private sector in Boston, Los Angeles and 

Sacramento, and having been appointed in 2006 as the first architect to hold the 

position of Chief Building Official of the City of Sacramento, and subsequently with the 

County of Sacramento, I feel I bring a tremendous depth of experience to the Board.  

 

As a LEED Accredited Professional and Certified Green Building Professional, I place a 

particular emphasis on green building and sustainability in my role as an architect, and 

will continue to promote sustainability as a high priority on our Board of Directors. 

 

I pledge to you my continued dedication and support to the Chapter and to our 

profession as Secretary of the AIACV Board of Directors.” 
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Name: Patricia Barnard, AIA 

Firm: Patricia Barnard Architect, Inc. (PBAI) 

Board Position: Director 

 

I started my practice in 1985, so I've made it 25 

years! For the last 9 years, a good part of my practice 

has entailed being an expert witness for building 

projects in litigation.  In this work, I've been able to 

see how fellow architects get into trouble with 

poorly executed construction documents and how the relationship between our 

profession and the trades needs to be re-solidified to achieve successful jobs. 

 

I decided I needed to get re-in-touch with the AIA and decided to throw my hat into ring 

(with some gentle persuasion from Bruce Monighan).  I've served as Associate Director 

in the past (we made more money for the Chapter in those years than ever before...and 

probably since.  We also probably infuriated more members than ever before or since.  

Such fun.  :)  ).   

 

My most recent involvement was helping to pull together a design awards program with 

Laura Macaulay, AIA.  I had met Gene Kohn, of Kohn Pederson & Fox and convinced him 

to be our guest speaker.  My attitude is 1) If you don't ask, the answer is always no (I did 

contact Prince Charles, but his equerry wrote to say he was busy).  Too bad I didn't know 

then that Gene Kohn is a personal friend of his highness) and 2) if you're going to plan 

an event, make it as cool as possible. 

 

I hope to put my professional experience and my 1) & 2) to generous use if I am 

elected.  Of course, if I am elected, I'll be more surprised than anyone! 

 

 

 

 

Name / Title:  John Ellis/Professor of Architecture 

Firm: Cosumnes River College 

Board Position: Director 

 

I am a former AIACVC Director seeking a position on next 

year’s board with the primary goal of encouraging the 

connection between the academic world and the 

profession.    

I am head of the architecture program and faculty advisor 

to the American Institute of Architecture Students at 

Cosumnes River College.  We transfer 20 to 25 students every year to programs 

throughout the United States including Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo and the University of  
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John Ellis, AIA Continued  

 

 

California at Berkeley.  In 2004, I received a Chapter Commendation from the Central 

Valley Chapter for “continuous support and commitment to educating future architects 

in the Sacramento Region.  I was also nominated by the Chapter for a state Excellence in 

Architectural Education Award and received that award at the California Council’s 

annual Honor and Awards Banquet in Southern California.   The CRC architecture 

program was selected as a “Program of Distinction” by the Los Rios Community College 

District.   

 

I helped program the proposed CRC “Winn Center for Construction and Architecture” 

with the defined goals to be a living laboratory to demonstrate and celebrate 

sustainable environmental design as well as be a center to encourage student and 

faculty interaction with the design and construction professions.  For the past 3 years, I 

have been participating on an AIACVC task force to start an architectural program at Sac 

State which I will continue to pursue as the financial climate improves.  

 

 

 

 

Name:   Judy Moran, AIA, LEED AP BD+C 

Firm:  U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Development 

Board Position:  Director 

 

Achieving architectural licensure later than most and largely 

through the “School of Hard Knocks”, I have experienced the 

industry from a slightly non-traditional angle. After many 

years as sole practitioner and several more as Principal at  

Pacific Design Studio, Inc and later McKay and Moran 

Architects, Inc in Sacramento, I am now California’s State Architect for USDA Rural 

Development, focusing on affordable and farm labor housing, sustainability and 

accessibility issues throughout Rural California.  I look forward to expanding what has 

been my peripheral involvement with AIA activities by becoming involved in committees 

and community events that further the field and involve other professional allies as our 

continuously changing profession demands.  I hope my varied experience and in 

particular, my enthusiasm will be an asset to the Association.  Thank you for your 

consideration.” 
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Name: David Piches, AIA LEED AP 

Board Position: Director 

 

As an Architect with a small firm in my hometown of 

Roseville, I have been actively involved in projects in a 

variety of types from residential to streetscape redesign. 

Through direct community involvement I have been 

fortunate to gain grass-roots experience with revitalization 

efforts not only in Roseville but also in Sacramento and 

other parts of our region. I have served as president of 

Roseville’s Main Street Program and Roseville’s Urban Forest Foundation, as well as 

currently serving on the City of Roseville’s Revitalization Committee. I also sit on the 

Placer County Building Department Board of Appeals. From 1993 to 1996, I served as 

chairman of the AIACV Housing Committee, which held a series of forums aimed at 

improving the local housing industry through cross pollination of ideas generated by 

architects, contractors and developers. In addition, in a “hands-on” effort to assist SHRA 

in making positive improvements in North Sacramento, the Housing Committee 

authored the North Sacramento Design Guidelines.  

 

The economy crisis has had devastating consequences for the architectural community. 

I know that by working together with passion and enthusiasm, pooling our architectural 

experience and resources we can make a difference. Honoring the invitation to join the 

Board of Directors, if elected, I would like to be a part of the policy-building that will 

address a number of hot-button items facing the AIACV and its membership, namely -

improving AIA’s relevance to struggling architects; developing strategies through both 

planning and permitting for immediate re-use of our area’s inventory of vacant 

buildings; strengthening Architects’ roles in project development; and finding ways to 

use design as not only our inspiration but also our tool for moving forward. 

 

 

 

Name: Brian A. Sehnert AIA, LEED BD+C 

Firm: bVerdant 

Board Position: Director  

 

My firm, bVerdant, serves architects, developers 

and builders in working toward a sustainable 

future; providing green building planning, design 

and support services.  We are dedicated to making  

 

high-performance solutions more prevalent in design & construction projects. 

  

I will be an effective member of the Board partially through my extensive experience 

serving in similar capacities, including with the AIA Central Valley Chapter: 
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Brian Sehnert, AIA Continued 

 

 

� Past member and Chair of the Codes Committee 

� Past member & Chair of the Dialogue Series 

� Chair of the Committee on the Environment 

� Design Awards Committee 

� Past Board member of the AIA California Council 

� Monterey Design Conference AIACC Planning Committee 

� National AIA Membership Services Commission 

� Founding member – U.S. Green Building Council Northern California Chapter 

� Chair- City of Sacramento Design Commission 

� Mayor’s Greenwise Urban Design & Green Building Core Team 

 

I am a representative for architecture and the AIA in our community and in Northern 

California.  I will translate my experience into productivity on the members’ behalf and 

seek to give voice to members’ issues.  As an architect and green consultant to area and 

northern California architects, I am in a unique position to interact and collaborate with 

a broader spectrum of professionals.  The Board has many goals, and a key one is 

making certain that our professional organization stays relevant to our members.  As an 

independent consultant and business owner, I understand firsthand the challenges of 

the economy and will look for opportunities for the work of the Chapter to stay focused 

on the relevant issues impacting our profession today. 

 

There are at least two other significant ways my experience will be of benefit to the 

Chapter; education and commitment to a sustainable future.  Education and advocacy 

positively illuminate the important role of architects in the community and influence the 

public’s opinion of our profession’s role in improving the way the built environment 

engages the natural environment and our ability to better manage our resources in the 

future.  My work with SMUD and in private practice has included training and education 

in the field of green building practices and my continued involvement in green job 

training and associations with other partner organizations will be an advantage to 

AIACV.  As a commitment to a sustainable future, I have served as a Board member of 

the Smith River Alliance - whose mission is to provide for the long term protection,  

restoration and stewardship of natural resources in the Smith River watershed, and 

Soil Born Farms - a Sacramento non-profit urban farm focused on developing a 

system of local food production and distribution that promotes healthy living.  

Applying my architectural design & construction skills to the making of green and 

sustainable buildings and environments is of great relevance during this critical time 

in a changing world. 
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Name: Christopher Lovin, Associate Architect 

Firm: Rainforth Grau Architect 

Board Position: Emerging Professional Director 

 
These are troubling times.  And during these troubling 

times it has become apparent that the "bottom line" is 

leap frogging "developing the future" in the activities, 

minds and strategic plans of most firms.  This is 

understandable, yet frightening none the less, when 

one considers what the state of the profession will be 

when the market recovers.  It would be the goal of my 

tenure as a the Emerging Professional Director to 

remind firms of the importance of continuing to enrich 

their young staff, to push their less experienced architects, to develop their talent, all 

the while ensuring that the resources are available to those being left behind through 

lack of employment or firm budgeting. 

 

I work within my own context to ensure that my firm will reside in the strongest possible 

situation as the climate brightens.  I would like to continue that work on a more global 

scale.  Sacrifices must be made to guarantee the quality of the profession moving 

forward.  These troubling times won't last forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Jason A. Silva, AIA LEED AP, Partner, Design 

Principal  

Firm: Dreyfuss & Blackford Architects 

Board Position:  Emerging Professional Director  

 

The youth in our profession have unknowingly taken a 

dangerous turn. While young professionals are 

absorbing the global catalogue of impressive 

architecture and achieving greatness in virtual design, 

students and emerging professionals are growing more  

distant from their peers and the profession as it rapidly 

evolves. As a result of this decentralized inward focus, the public perception of 

architects as leaders is diminishing. Together with the AIACV, AIACC, AEP and the 

College of Fellows, I will work to expand the awareness and options for young architects 

today and help build a foundation for the changing profession tomorrow.   

 

I began my career with great excitement for the potential of associations, bringing 

together great minds that are not often inclined to share. But absent an established 

local forum for the profession’s freshmen, I joined others in creating discussion groups  
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Jason Silva, AIA Continued  

 

outside the AIA, meeting regularly to share ideas.  Only until recently, do we now have 

the local forums and meetings of committees like the YAF that can bring together the 

community of tomorrow’s leaders. I look forward to taking an instrumental role in our 

future as Emerging Professional Director for AIACV. 

 

# # # 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


